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gy =% L4 (%) 1 The development of mismatch responses to Mandarin lexical tones in
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This study examined how maturation and the size of deviance affect the development of
mismatch responses to Mandarin lexical tones. A multi-deviant oddball paradigm with a low
dipping tone (T3) as standard (80%), a high rising (T2) and a high level (T1) as deviants
(10% for each was carried out in adults, newborns and 6-month-olds. As T2 is more similar
to T3 in pitch contour than T1 is, the T2/T3 pair is considered as the small deviant and the
T1/T3 pair is considered as the large deviant. In adults, both deviants elicited typical
mismatch negativity (MMN) while the T1/T3 pair elicited larger and earlier MMN than the
T2/T3 pair did. Ininfants, the T1/T3 pair elicited a positive mismatch response (P-MMR) at
birth but an adult-like MMN at 6 months of age. For the T2/T3 pair, no significant MMR was
seen in newborns, whereas a P-MMR was found when infants are 6 months old. The results
suggest that the developmental trajectories of MMRs are dependent on the neural maturation
and the discriminability of tonal changes.
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Cheng, Y.-Y., Wu, H.-C., Tzeng, Y.-L., Yang, M.-D., Zhao, L.-L., & Lee, C.-Y. 2013. The
development of mismatch responses to Mandarin lexical tones in early infancy.
Developmental Neuropsychology 38(5):281-300. (SCI, SSCI)
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(% ) The mismatch responses derived by subtracting ERPs to the standard T3 from deviant
T1 (solid line) and T2 (dotted line) in (A) adults, (B) newborns and (C) 6-month-olds on the
frontal-left electrode F3.

large deviant (T1 -T3)

--------- small deviant (T2 -T3)
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Taiwan Mandarin, and Taiwan Southern Min
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This paper analyzes as a transitive light verb and a phase head the Tsou suffix -a, the
Mandarin preverbal particle geirg, and Taiwan Southern Min preverbal particle karg. As a
phase head, -a, geirr, and karg bear an edge feature and attracts the direct object within its
c-commanding domain to its outer specifier, from where the shifted direct object can move
further up in the sentence. This phase-based account explains not only the obligatory
movement of the direct object but also the multiple occurrences of transitive markers within a
sentence.
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3% ¢4 (%) ¢ Onthe Grammatical Functions and Grammaticalization of the5 in

San-Ming Dialect
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San-Ming City locates in central Fu-Jian Province, and the local dialect is a kind of Min
dialect, namely Central Min dialect. Due to locating the transitional area of Min and Hakka
dialects, San-Ming dialects has rich language phenomena about phonology, lexical and
grammar. This paper describes an important function element ‘t"e5’ in San-Ming dialect, and
investigates the grammaticalization progress of ‘the5’. In the linear structure [
NP1-PREP-NP2-VP ] of San-Ming dialects, the element ‘t"e5” is employed in preposition
and introduces different semantic NPs included: Beneficiary, Goal, Comitativity, and Agent.
Furthermore, ‘t"e5’ is also employed in NP conjunction.

In this paper, according to the phonological correspondence, I would like indicate that the
etymon of ‘the5” is ‘3" . On the basis of the etymon, I indicate that ‘t"e5’ has undergone the
grammaticalization pathway as follows:

VERB PREPOSITON CONJUNCTION
Displace > Beneficiary > Comitativity > NP conjunction
! !
Goal Agent

This paper also deals with a related and interesting issue, which is the raise of the plural
suffix ‘tse0’. I suggest that the raise of the plural suffix ‘tse0’ in San-Ming is due to the
grammaticalization of ‘the5’.
f&zedt ()
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