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i & zzif (&) © This study aims to examine when and how readers make use of top-down information
to predict or integrate upcoming words by utilizing the characteristics of Chinese classifier-noun
agreement, as measured by event-related potentials (ERPs). Constraint strength of classifiers (strong
and weak) and cloze probability of the pairing noun (high, low, implausible) was manipulated. Weakly
constrained classifiers elicited a less positive P200 and an enhanced frontal negativity than strongly
constrained classifiers, suggesting that readers used the preceding classifier to predict the upcoming
noun, even before the pairing noun appeared. For ERPs elicited by the pairing nouns, there was a
significant interaction between semantic constraint and cloze probability for the N400. For nouns
following the weakly constrained classifiers, there was a graded cloze probability effect on the N400
(High < Low < Imp). For nouns following the strongly constrained classifiers, both low cloze and
implausible nouns elicited larger N400s than high cloze nouns; however, there was no difference
between low cloze and implausible nouns. The critical comparison for the constraint effect

of low cloze nouns was found for the N400 but not for frontal positivity, suggesting that the N400

reflects a joint effect of both benefit and cost of prediction.
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i & zzif (&) © All languages have expressions that refer to the generic person (GP), or

‘people in general’. This paper investigates from a typological perspective GP-representation in
Tshobdun Rgyalrong, a morphologically complex Sino-Tibetan language spoken in Sichuan. Tshobdun
marks GP predominantly with cross-

linguistically the least common

GP-encoding device, namely dedicated verbal morphology evolving from erstwhile nominalizers. The
integration of GP into the

inflectional person category as a ‘fourth person’ is a manifestation of the remarkable prominence of

humanness marking in Rgyalrong grammar.
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B3 & % 4(¥) - Grammaticalization of predicative possession in Nanwang Puyuma and as a basis
for reconstruction in PAn
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i & zzit (&)  In Puyuma, the marker i- is used to express meanings of wearing, possession,
instrumentality, and existence. The purpose of this paper is to investigate how these different meanings
can be related and what the developmental path is. It is suggested that the original meaning of this
marker is ‘carry, wear’, and that this was later grammaticalized to give the meanings of possession and
instrumentality. The meaning of existence is the result of a later development. Evidence from other
Formosan languages also shows that the morpheme *Si-, meaning ‘wear, carry’, can be reconstructed

to Proto-Austronesian, and thus supports our hypothesis.
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